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PAGE 01 LISBON 05286 180649Z 
ACTION INR-10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO SS-15 HA-05 CIAE-00 NSAE-00 
PA-02 NSC-05 /050W 

067230 182058Z/62 

R 171650Z JUL 78 
FM AMEMBASSY LISBON 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6349 
INFO USICA WASHDC 

UNCLAS LISBON 5286 

SECSTATE FOR UR 

USICA FOR EU 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: UR 

SUBJECT: REACTION TO SOVIET TRIAL 

REF: STATE 178559 

EARLY PORTUGUESE PUBLIC REACTION TO SOVIET DISSIDENT TRIALS 
PRETTY MUCH FOLLOWED PARTY LINES. 

SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC PARTY, THROUGH ITS NATIONAL POLICY 
COMMITTEE, DECLARED: "ONCE AGAIN IT SEEMS THAT THE SO-CALLED 
EUROCOMMUNIST MOVEMENT LOSES CREDIBILITY BY THE 
INTERPRETATION THE SOVIETS GIVE TO THE HELSINKI ACCORD... 

WHAT WOULD HAPPEN IN PORTUGAL IF THE COMMUNIST PARTY TOOK 
POWER? 

TOMAS ROSA AND ALAVARO VASCONCELOS, MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE OF THE CONFERENCE OF THE SOVIET IMPERIALIST THREAT, 
CABLED THE GOP FOREIGN MINISTRY: "THE MOCK TRIALS OF 
ANATOLY SHCHARANSKY AND ALEXANDER GINZBURG ARE SERIOUS 
THREATS TO DEMOCRATIC FREEDOMS AND ARE DISRESPECTFUL 
TO THE HELSINKI ACCORD. IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT THE 
FOREIGN MINISTRY TAKE A POSITION CONDEMNING THE TRIALS." 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 LISBON 05286 180649Z 

LEFTIST-ORIENTED MELO ANTUNES, MEMBER OF THE 
REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL, STATED "...I MUST SAY THAT THE 
EXPLANATION GIVEN BY THE SOVIET AUTHORITIES ON THIS 
MATTER WAS NOT SUFFICIENTLY CONVINCING, 

LEAVING THE IMPRESSION THAT IT WAS IN FACT A MEANS 
TO PREVENT THE EXERCISE OF FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOM TO 
WHICH SOVIET CITIZENS ARE ENTITLED UNDER THE 
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HELSINKI ACCORD." 

FORMER PRESIDENT COSTA GOMES, CLAIMING UNFAMILIARITY 
WITH THE SUBJECT BECAUSE OF WHAT HE CALLED 

SHALLOWNESS OF PORTUGUESE PRESS DOVERAGE, SAID: "ANY TRIAL WHERE 
HUMAN RIGHTS ARE NOT OBSERVED IS POORLY CONDUCTED.. .WHETHER IT IS 
IN THE SOVIET UNION, THE UNITED STATES OR IN 
COUNTRIES LIKE URUGUAY OR PARAGUAY. LET US NOT THINK, 

UNFORTUNATELY, THAT IN THE WORLD IN WHICH WE LIVE 
THAT EVERYTHING WORKS IN HARMONY IN ACCORD WITH THE 
PRINCIPLES OF HUMAN RIGHTS". 

BLOOMFIELD 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: POLITICAL TRIALS, PUBLIC ATTITUDES 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 1 7 jul 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 jan 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978LISBON05286 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780295-0275 
Format: TEL 
From: LISBON 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780753/aaaabsjd.tel 

Line Count: 73 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: afee7f72-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION INR 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 STATE 178559 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 29 mar 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: N/A 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1988052 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: REACTION TO SOVIET TRIAL 
TAGS: SHUM, UR, PO 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/afee7f72-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



